Exploring Enamels:  Surface Enrichment with Torch Fired Enamels

Instructor:  Deborah Lozier

Description:

Enamel fused onto copper turns this humble material into an amazing range of color and texture.  From shimmering golds and blues to muted tones of subtle variation, enamel is an incredibly versatile material.  Fusing the enamel with a torch creates a spontaneous and direct approach to the process.

Color and design will be the emphasis of the class.  Enamel Application, firing, texturing & creating pattern both on the metal and with the enamel will be the technical focus.  Applying the learned information into more complex ideas will be discussed, but the focus of the weekend will be experimenting with the process.

Supplies provided by Deb:

Copper squares

Copper foil

pnp paper & some designs

Asphaltum

Chasing tools

Wooden blocks

12 g brass wire 

Ferric chloride

Class Topics:

Color  & Design + Science

Textures in Metal

· Stamping

· Chasing & repouse, using wire as a matrix.

· Etching (sharpie, pnp, asphaltum)

· Scratching & Engraving.

· Folding.

· Thicker copper foil and embossing.

Textures in Enamel

· Additive Applications – changing the surface before firing (inlay, painting, wet packing, sifting.)

· Subtractive Techniques - changing the surface after firing using abrasives.

· Sifting and separating the grains.

· Liquid enamels.

· Foils and other additions.

Firing Techniques

· Torch firing will be the emphasis, but if the campground electrician can handle a small kiln, we will explore some kiln firing options too.

